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Sermon for April 6, 2008



Boscobel & Mt. Zion UMCs

Text:
Mark 10:1-12; Ecclesiastes 2?

Title:
“But, We Fell In Love”

Introduction:
Sarah and I and the girls were in Florida in January to visit my Dad. My brother and his kids went down to Florida as well. We ran our races, but then we had time to do some fun Florida stuff. One thing we like to do is to go to Disney (Sarah’s favorite place in the world!). This year we went to Disney’s MGM Studio. Now, I enjoy the rides and all, but that’s not near as much fun as watching people. And Disney World is pretty cool for that because people come from all over the world to spend time at the parks.

Now, I took Spanish in college, so I try to listen in on conversations that people are having in Spanish and see if I can pick out words that I know. Many spoke Spanish so it was easy to listen in … but, they talk so fast! I’m trying to pick up a word or two, but there is no way I can keep up with the conversation. There is also no way that I could speak the language conversationally. There would be a word or two and a whole lot of “charades”. But, it’s fun to listen…


Then, there were people there speaking other languages … maybe some Russian or German. I don’t know the difference in dialect and language between Korean, Chinese and Japanese either, but there was some of that. Then, there were some people who sounded like they were gagging on some food, so I assume that was French?!?


Anyway, as we head into this new series, “Talking Your Language”, my hope is that we will find out that although most of us here speak English, when it comes to expressing love to someone, we might as well be speaking Portuguese.


We all have different love languages, according to Dr. Gary Chapman, and we need to learn the language that our spouse, friends, children and other loved ones speak, or we are not going to get the message across. I am using Chapman’s book, The Five Love Languages as the core source for this series.

So, over the next few weeks, I hope that we will each learn our own Love Language as well as the Love Language of the ones we love. We need to be able to communicate how we feel for each other, but often times those attempts get lost in translation.

I. People are asking the Question, “WHAT HAPPENED TO LOVE?”
A. Have any of you ever been asked for marital advice? I’ve told you that I could spend 40 hours a week easy counseling with people who are struggling in their relationships. Married couples who want more than anything for their marriage to work, or one of them who wants it to work and the other that doesn’t care… By the way, I am amazed that people are having any trouble with relationships at all, because there is information out there.
B. Do you all ever read the covers of magazines as you check out at the grocery store? Almost every magazine has something about relationships and keeping love alive in our marriages … 

1. “The #1 Thing Guys Wish You Knew”

2. “4 Dates Guys Love”

3. “Dating Does and Don’ts”

4. “How To Win a Guy’s Heart”

5. “What Drives Women Wild”

6. “How Real Couples Recharge Their Love Life”

7. “Guy Guide: Everything You Want to Know”

8. “Secrets to a Happier, Closer Bond…”

9. “50 Things Guys Wish You Knew”.

C. Do you ever wonder why this stuff is on the cover of magazines? It’s because it sells magazines. Do you know why? It’s because people truly want romantic love and intimacy in their marriages and relationships.

D. BUT, if people truly want that in their relationships, then why are there so many divorces in the United States these days? 

1. Recent statistics show that 40% of first marriages end in divorce. It gets worse. 60% of second marriages and 75% of third marriages end the same way.

2. For many people, here’s what happens: They fall in love, get married, SOMEHOW THE LOVE DISAPPEARS, and then the couple has to make a decision.

3. Most people think there are only two choices:
a. #1 = Live in Misery … which many couples did in previous generations.

b. #2 = Get a Divorce … More people do that now, because they don’t want to live in misery…

c. They get a divorce and then try again, THINKING THAT IT WILL BE BETTER THIS TIME … Book of Ecclesiastes (otherwise known as the Book of “Let Me Save You Some Time”) …

d. 12 Chapter Book stuck between Proverbs and Song of Songs/Solomon. Purpose = Show people that the only true Joy comes from God, not stuff of this world …

e. This rich author had many (800?) wives and mistresses and realized that that is not where happiness comes from … yet that’s what we try over and over again!!!

4. BUT, there’s a problem with that 2nd decision (Divorce) if we read our Bibles.

5. Our Scripture for today is from the Book of Mark … Again, the Pharisees are trying to trap Jesus and get him to say something against their laws so that they can have Jesus arrested.
READ MARK 10:1-12 NOW AND PRAY!

II. Jesus and Divorce
A. Jesus is headed toward Jerusalem … He leaves His headquarters (Capernaum) around Galilee and heads southeast through Judea and East of the Jordan River.
1. Significance? This is the area ruled by Herod Antipas. You will remember that Herod Antipas was the one who put John the Baptist (Jesus’ cousin) in jail and eventually had John beheaded.

2. Remember why John was jailed? Because Herod’s wife, Herodias, was upset because John kept telling them that God did not approve of their marriage. Herod married Herodias, who was Herod’s brother, Philip’s, wife.
B. The local Pharisees tried to trap Jesus around the question of marriage in Herod’s territory in hopes that Jesus too would be jailed … and/or beheaded.

1. Question = “Should a man be allowed to divorce his wife?”

a. Understand that this is a loaded question because even the Pharisees disagree on grounds for divorce.

b. Some Pharisees said that grounds for divorce was only unfaithfulness.

c. Others said grounds for divorce was whatever the woman did to displease the man (women were not allowed to divorce their husband in that culture in that day).

d. They thought they could trap Jesus somewhere in between!

2. Jesus responded with a question, “What did Moses say about divorce?”
a. The Pharisees should know the answer, but their answer also leads Jesus to answer them strongly!

b. Reply = “Moses permitted it. A man merely writes an official letter of divorce and he can send her away!”

3. Jesus finishes his answer by explaining Moses actions … ‘Moses only did that to protect the women in that society from mean men. Men in those days would get mad at a wife for burning dinner, treat her like broken furniture and kick her out.’

a. Women in those days did not have any rights without a relationship with a man, so they could be shunned by society with that kind of divorce.

b. Moses made it so they had an official letter of divorce so that the woman could prove her freedom and re-marry!

4. Jesus did not stop there … He skipped past the society standards and went back to God’s Word.

a. 6 But God’s plan was seen from the beginning of creation, for ‘He made them male and female.’﻿*﻿ 7 ‘This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife,﻿*﻿ 8 and the two are united into one.’﻿*﻿ Since they are no longer two but one, 9 let no one separate them, for God has joined them together.”

b. GOD’S PLAN WAS THAT THERE WOULD BE NO DIVORCE … “Until Death Do You Part!”

5. Do You See the Problem We Have Here?
a. Over half of all marriages end in divorce and Jesus tells us that it shouldn’t happen.

b. Please understand that God’s GRACE and FORGIVENESS ABOUND!!! Don’t give up yet!

c. BUT, we need to discover that there is a third option:

1. 1st = Stay together and be miserable, but at least God will be happy.

2. 2nd = Get divorced and maybe try again.

3. Third Option = Work Smart at staying together!*

4. * = This takes both people in the relationship desiring or at least willing to work at it!

5. This brings us to WHY PEOPLE GET DIVORCED…
III. The Love Bank … IS EMPTY!

A. Many of you have heard me talk about the Love Bank before … we all have a Love Bank.

1. One can DEPOSIT into their loved one’s Love Bank.

2. One Can WITHDRAW from their loved one’s Love Bank.

3. The problem comes when the BANK RUNS DRY!
B. Everyone has a LOVE BANK … our spouses, our loved ones, our children, our parents, our co-workers, our siblings, etc. And everyone needs their BANK receiving DEPOSITS!

C. Here’s the problem when we get married or get into a relationship: We think we’re making deposits, but somehow the currency changes… What used to be a deposit when you were dating isn’t anymore!
D. Have you ever experienced FALLING IN LOVE? Have you ever watched someone else FALL IN LOVE?
IV. FALLING IN LOVE VS. COMMITTED TO LOVE.

A. If you’ve fallen in love, there are certain things you don’t see … Do you know why? YOU’RE BLIND!

1. If you’ve watched someone else fall in love, you get that! It’s hilarious watching people fall in love, because they become the most irrational people on earth!

2. They cannot see the flaws in the other person because they are convinced they have fallen in love with someone who is perfect!!

a. The people around us can see they are not perfect, but we can’t.

b. Your friends remind you that he has been married twice before and his previous wives were hurt terribly by his insensitivity and self-centeredness, but all you can say is, “Yeah, But HE’S CHANGED NOW!”
c. Remember that the average “In Love” experience lasts around 2 years … then, it’s back to REALITY! By nature we are selfish and self-centered and that starts to show up again as the “IN LOVE” experience wears off. Then, the struggles start!
3. Some say that the phrase “Falling in Love” should not really contain the word “LOVE”. Three reasons “Falling in Love” is not “Real Love”:

a. #1 = Falling in love is not an act of the will or a conscious choice.

i. We can’t make it happen, and seldom can we stop it when it happens.
ii. Or, we fall in love when we least expect it.

iii. Real love = a willing commitment…

b. #2 = Falling in love is not real love because it is effortless.

i. All that stuff you do when you start dating … the phone calls, the dates, the flowers, the traveling, the “doing whatever it takes so that she knows I’m in love with her” is our human instincts kicking in … it just happens!

ii. When those instincts kick in, we do crazy, unnatural things without effort.
iii. After being with that person for a couple of years … it takes more effort!

c. #3 = One who is “in love” is not genuinely interested in fostering the personal growth of the other person.

i. When we “fall in love” we are not focused on bettering ourselves or helping the other person grow.

ii. All we are thinking is that “we have arrived!” We don’t want anything to change … every minute from now on just like this one!

iii. In love = let’s never change! Real Love = Let’s help make each other better.

B. So, if Falling in Love is not REAL LOVE, what is it? SURVIVAL OF THE SPECIES!
1. If we didn’t have those initial, innate feelings that were irrational, there would be no humans left on earth…

2. Here’s the Deal: We need to recognize the “IN-LOVE” experience for what it is; a necessary, temporary emotional high … note the word, TEMPORARY!

3. It’s not supposed to be that way forever … I think we’d go nuts, we’d all lose our jobs because we can’t focus and we’d completely disconnect from the outside world!

4. Now, I challenge that we go after “REAL LOVE” with our spouses, because our most basic emotional need is not to fall in love, but to be genuinely loved by another.
C. I need to be loved by someone who CHOOSES to love ME!

1. I want someone to say, with their actions, that I’m worth loving!

2. This takes effort and discipline … work … doesn’t come natural to us!

3. Falling in love is UNINTENTIONAL. The kind of love we all need is REAL Love that is INTENTIONAL!

Over the next 6 weeks we are going to take a closer look at how to be intentional, not only within our marriages, but in our other relationships as well!


Many of us are sincere in our love for another person, but we cannot seem to get the message across! We are not using the right currency for their LOVE BANK!


Be here! We are going to find the right currency … We are going to learn to speak the language of the ones we love!

Next Week: How to Say What Needs to Be Said!

Jesus knew how to say it! Jesus said, “I love you!” with his life. That translates well for every person here. Jesus loves each person here today so much that He said it was worth giving His life for. And he did. And we get to celebrate that today. We can be right with God because Jesus suffered and died…








Let’s Pray!

*


Mark 10:6


Gen 1:27; 5:2.


* 


Mark 10:7


Some manuscripts do not include and is joined to his wife.


*


Mark 10:7–8


Gen 2:24.


�Holy Bible: New Living Translation. 1997 (Mk 10:5). Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale House.





