Bible Expo #2
(Grades 3-6)
Bible story:  Jesus Heals the Paralyzed Man  - Mark 2:1-12
Memory Bible Verse (MBV): “Immediately the paralyzed man stood up, took his mat, and walked out while everyone was watching him.”   Mark 2:12

Objective of Rotation:
· Know that the Bible story is found in the New Testament in the book of Mark
· Know that we should do “whatever it takes” to bring our friends and others to Jesus
· Know that Jesus has the power to forgive our sins and to heal us
· Know  the Memory Bible Verse
Welcome and Introductions: 

· Greet the children and introduce all adults.   Remember that you are interacting with a different group of students each week—some may not know you. 

· Make sure the kids all know each other too!  We do have kids from different school districts attending.

· Wear your nametag and make sure that the children are wearing theirs.

· Check attendance –PLACE OUTSIDE OF DOOR WHEN DONE!

Lesson:

Tell the children that our Bible story is from the New Testament, the book of Mark, Chapter 2, verses 1 through 12.  (In order to have time to practice the play, read the Bible story to them rather than having them read the story.)

Tell the kids that they will be practicing a skit of this Bible story.  They are doing the skit to help them to better understand and remember the story, but also because they will be performing it for the nursing home residents when they go on missions this month.  Stress to them the importance of doing a great job with the skit. 
Please read through the play ahead of time and be ready to help the kids with their parts as needed.   We have included a “mat” for the paralyzed man, but please do not let the kids lift up the person who is playing the part; instead have them drag him on the mat (gently!).
This play was written for 14 characters. Some characters may be combined if needed.  If more parts are needed, there can be people in front of the house being the “crowd”.  

Jesus Heals the Paralyzed Man
NARRATOR:   There was a man who was paralyzed, so that he couldn't walk. He lived in Capernaum. He was very unhappy.

PARALYZED MAN:   I am so unhappy. I am unhappy because I cannot walk and I have to beg people to give me money and food to eat. I am also unhappy because I know I have done many wrong things in my life. Thinking about those things makes me very unhappy.

NARRATOR:  One day as he lay on his mat, four of his friends came rushing up.

4 FRIENDS:   Jesus is in Capernaum! He’s healing sick people!

PARALYZED MAN:  What good is that to me? I can’t go and ask Him to heal me. You know I can’t walk!

FRIEND #1:   You don’t have to walk! Look - we have brought ropes!

The 4 friends tie a rope to each corner of the mat.

PARALYZED MAN:   What are you doing?

FRIEND #2:  It is all right. All you have to do is lie still. We will carry you to the house where Jesus is!

The 4 friends drag/carry the man along PUFFING and PANTING 

PARALYZED MAN:   Don’t drop me! Oh, be careful! I wonder if Jesus really will be able to cure me. (To himself) I have been such a bad person in the past. Maybe Jesus won’t want to have anything to do with me.

FRIEND #3:   Here we are! This is the house. Look at all the people gathered in front.

FRIEND #4:   Do you see Jesus? Oh, there he is. He is inside talking with the Pharisees and lawyers.

FRIENDS TOGETHER:  Excuse us! Excuse us! 

FRIEND #1:  Please let us through. This man needs to be healed.

PERSON #1:   Hey! You can’t just push your way in here. We are trying to see Jesus too! Wait your turn!

PERSON #2:  Yes, you must wait your turn!

PERSON #3:   Go to the back of the crowd and wait there!

NARRATOR:   It was no use. No one would make room for the paralyzed man and his friends.

PARALYZED MAN:   We’ll have to give up. You had better take me back.

FRIEND #2:   No! We won’t give up so easily!

FRIEND #3:   There must be a way.....I know! Let’s take him up on the roof!

FRIEND #4:   That is a great idea! 

PARALYZED MAN:   Wait! I am not so sure that is a good idea. How are you going to get me up there? I can’t walk up the stairs.

FRIEND #1:   Don’t worry - we will carry you!

NARRATOR:   And the four friends did just that! Very carefully, lifting with the ropes, they carried the man, still on his bed, up the outside stairs and on to the flat roof of the house.

PARALYZED MAN:   Well, what are you going to do now? What’s the use of all this anyway? I still can’t see Jesus!

FRIEND #2:   Listen, Jesus is just below us in the house. How can we get down there?

FRIEND #3:   I think that all we need to do is make a hole in the roof.

NARRATOR:   And that is what the friends did!  They made a hole in the roof large enough for the bed to get through...

FRIEND #4 Yes, I see Jesus! He is still speaking with the Pharisees and lawyers

FRIEND #1:   Well, what are we waiting for....

NARRATOR:   Slowly and carefully, they began to lower the man who couldn’t walk down through the hole they had made. The man clung to his bed and hoped he wasn’t going to fall.....

PHARISEE #1:   What is the meaning of this? How dare anyone interrupt our discussion.

LAWYER #1:   How rude! What do those people think they are doing?


FRIEND #2:   Keep going! We are nearly there. He is landing in the middle of the crowd! He is going to land right in front of Jesus!

NARRATOR:   Jesus looked up at the faces of the friends. He could see they were certain He had the power to heal their friend. Then Jesus looked down at the paralyzed man. Jesus could see the fear and unhappiness in his eyes.

JESUS:   My friend, all the wrong things you have done are all forgiven.

PHARISEE #2:   What? He is forgiving sins?

LAWYER #2:   Who is this man? It is against our laws for any man to forgive sins. Only God can do that!

JESUS:   Which is easier, to say “your sins are forgiven”, or to say “get up and walk”?

NARRATOR:   Nobody answered Jesus. The Pharisees and lawyers looked at each other and shrugged.

JESUS:   So that you can know I have the power to forgive sins - I say to you - get up. Pick up your bed and walk!

PERSON #1:   Him, walk? He has not walked for years!

PERSON #2:   What did Jesus say? Did he tell him to pick up his bed?

PERSON #3:   Shhh! I can’t see what is happening....what is happening!

PARALYZED MAN:   I feel strength flowing into me! I can move my legs! I can move my legs!

NARRATOR: The legs that had been paralyzed and helpless for so long could now move. The man sat up. He struggled to his feet, just as Jesus had told him to do.

PARALYZED MAN:   Praise God! Let me take my mat and go! Make way - I am coming through!

NARRATOR:   The people stepped back in amazement to let him pass. His four friends came rushing out to meet him.

FRIEND #3:   Praise God! Look - he can walk!

FRIEND #4:   Friend, you must go home and let them know what wonderful thing has happened here today. Praise God!

PERSONS #1, #2. #3:   We have seen something amazing happen here today!

NARRATOR:   More amazing things were about to happen...........
Closing Prayer (or a prayer of your own):
Dear God,

Thank you for loving me and forgiving my sins.  Help me remember that Jesus loves everyone and that we are to love and serve all as He did.  Help me to find ways to show all of my friends that I love them.  Amen.
Dismissal to Large Group:

· The Crocodile Dock “horn” will be honked at approximately 6:55 for dismissal to large group.
· Please have the kids clean up their areas so the room is ready for the next class. 

· Bring the name tag basket with you for collecting name tags at the end of the night.

· Have the kids line up single file. Please have them stay to the right side of the hallway (the kids coming out of large group will be walking on your left side) 

· You will collect name tags from your class at the end of large group.

· Return the classroom tub to the computer lab and the nametag basket to the handprint room after large group



****Please do not interrupt either room if lessons are still going on
